Music is a shared language. Experiencing music together
bridges cultural divides and creates understanding
between diverse groups of people.
Portland Conservatory of Music connects students, families,
and the community through a shared love for music.

WHAT WE DO
Portland Conservatory of Music provides access to quality music education for community
members of all ages, abilities, and financial levels.
We offer a wide-range of music educational opportunities: private lessons, groups classes, choirs,
jazz and classical ensembles and early childhood music.
We proudly offer several awards that recognize musical and teaching excellence and provide
learning experiences across multiple disciplines and genres, including:

Piano · Voice · Strings · Winds · Percussion · Brass Instruments
Music Theory · History · Literature of Music · Music Performance
Classical, Jazz and World Music

We promote music in the community by sponsoring concerts, festivals, lectures and other public
performances, and we actively seek to stimulate interest in and appreciation for the study of music
and related programs in our community.
Our Noonday Concerts, Casco Bay Island Summer Concerts, Dimensions in Jazz, and Contemporary
Music Festival have involved students and teachers, both regional and international.

HOW WE DO IT
Portland Conservatory of Music is
Portland’s premier community
music education center. Our
exceptional faculty, our deep
and broad musical curriculum
coupled with our regional music
festivals distinguish us from
other music educators in Maine.

Since 1995, we have:
Provided year-round lessons and classes to more than 6,000 students
Employed hundreds of professional music teachers
Presented over 2,000 concerts on a broad variety of instruments including works from many
different composers, cultures, and musical genres
Maintained an endowment fund to keep lessons affordable

We have created a community of students, faculty, alumni across generations. Our
faculty of 50 talented musicians and instructors is the pride of our school.
Credentials include advanced degrees, national and international performance,
and instruction at premier Maine colleges and universities. They teach over 30
instruments in classical, jazz and world music genres.

WHY IT MATTERS
The benefits of music education for people of all ages are well documented —
socially, emotionally, intellectually and physically. Music education has been shown
to accelerate and support brain development in children, particularly:

Language Development
Speech Perception
Reading Skills
Collaboration and Teamwork
Creativity

Kids who engage in music education at a young age become lifelong patrons and
performers in the arts, helping the arts to thrive in our communities.
Learning music also improves physical health and emotional well-being for adults. Research
has shown that music training enhances cognitive performance (i.e. working memory and
processing speed) in healthy older adults by increasing the resiliency of the brain.

For more information on the various benefits of music education go to: https://portlandconservatoryofmusic.org/value-of-music-education/

OUR IMPACT
“Portland Conservatory of Music’s College Prep Program not only allowed me to grow musically and expand
my knowledge of music theory and history, but also teaches collaboration, and fosters a sense of community
that high school musicians rarely find.”
—Alice Hauser, Wake Forest University

“We are so proud of what Moira has accomplished with Naydene Bowder at Portland Conservatory of
Music. Her lessons have gone a long way towards building her confidence.”
—Yoon Choi

“I began studying at the Portland Conservatory from a young age. Being part of a community of students and
having a solid technical foundation were key in my development as a player and professional. Later on, one
of John Johnstone's jazz ensembles helped me to realize that I loved playing bass as well as violin, and gave
me valuable experiences playing in a small band with other like-minded musicians. I'm happy to see that the
Portland Conservatory is still providing resources and education to interested students, and am glad to have
been able to take part in that tradition myself.”
—Gabriel Terracciano, Violinist (Turtle Island String Quartet, Avalon Jazz Band, The Hot Toddies)

OUR FUTURE
In our 25th year, enabled by a $1M gift, Portland Conservatory of Music has purchased a building in Portland,
Maine at 28 Neal Street. Our facility will be a home for all those who want to learn and experience music.
When you come to Portland Conservatory of Music, you will join a community of passionate people who are
eager to share the joy of music with you.
Building Harmony: Portland Conservatory of Music's Campaign for the Future will make it possible for our mission
to continue into the next 25 years in our own home.
Renovations have started so that students, faculty and the community can utilize the space, but there is so
much more to be done, and we need your help.

UPPER LEVEL

LOWER LEVEL

LIBRARY

PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS - COMPLETED

Acoustic Improvements
Insulate and Finish Exterior Walls
Emergency Exits
New Handrails at Stairs
Fire Alarm System
Lighting Upgrades
Fresh Air System

PHASE 2 IMPROVEMENTS - TO BE COMPLETED

Air Conditioning System
New Electric Service
Wheelchair Lift to Upper Level
Replace Windows
Sprinkler System

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Acquiring our new building through a generous campaign kick off donation is the first
step. We now need to transform it into a perfect home for music instruction and
performance. This campaign will it make it possible to make the following improvements:
New Roof
Acoustic improvements
Safety upgrades
Accessibility to all levels
Energy efficiency upgrades
Performance hall upgrades
Electrical upgrades

Program
Support

Our campaign also recognizes the need
for future financial stability.
A portion of the funds raised will be
used for necessary program support.

Building
Purchase

Building
Renovations

Donation Levels
Benefactor: $100,000+
Donor: $50,000 - $99,999
Sustainer: $25,000 - $49,999
Contributor: $10,000 - $24,999
Builder: $5,000 - $9,999
Pillar: $1,000 - $4,999
Supporter: $500 - $999
Partner: $250 - $499
Friend: Up to $249

Naming Opportunities
10 Dedicated studios: $15-$25K
Performance Hall: $200K
Rehearsal Hall: $100K
Library: $100K
Lobby: $35K
Stage: $30K
Kitchen
Elevator
Donor Wall

To make a pledge or a donation please use the form and envelope in this folder OR go to
portlandconservatoryofmusic.org and click the "Donate" button.
If you have any questions please contact us at:
Portland Conservatory of Music | 28 Neal Street, Portland, ME 04102
(207) 775-3356 | development@portlandconservatoryofmusic.org

